M.S.SUBBULAKSHMI 


M. 5. Subbulakshmi was born to sing. Her unchallenged position in the M e 9 e S U B B U LA KS М MI 
realm of Carnatic music was the result of great talent combined with 


hours of practice and utter devotion. QUEEN OF CARNATIC MUSIC 
Subbulakshmi began her formal training in music when she was five. 


Her first stage performance was at the age of eight. It is said that the 
young Subbulakshmi would practice her ragas even between household 
chores, keeping time to the most intricate and complex beats of Carnatic 
music. 

M. S. Subbulakshmi used music as an instrument to motivate people, 
especially during the freedom movement. Her music inspired all those 
who heard it, and she was celebrated and acclaimed wherever she 
went. 

In this graphic biography, Amar Chitra Katha pays tribute to the legend 
and her invaluable contribution to the world of music. 


OTHER ACK VISIONARIES 


| EZ TT, 


BRAVEHEARTS INDIAN CLASSICS FABLES & HUMOUR 


Buy online at www.amarchitrakatha.com 
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M.S. SUBBULAKSHM 


MADURAI IN TAMIL NADU, ALGO KNOWN AS MADHURAPURI, 15 HOME TO TWO GODDESSES - MEENAKSHI AMMAN 


AND MADURAI SHANMUKHAVADIVU SUBBULAKSHMI - ONE KNOWN FOR HER ETHEREAL BEAUTY AND ONE FOR 
HER ETHEREAL VOICE. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BORN TO RENOWNED VEENA PLAYER SHANMUKHAVADIVU, ON SEPTEMBER 


16, 1916, SUBBULAKSHMIS EARLY LIFE WAS STEEPED IN MUSIC. 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


WHILE LIFE IN THE SHANMUKHAVADIVU JASMINE, 
ОйЗЕНО 2 WAS FRUGAL... 3 MY FAVOURITE 
^ e л! 


SHE CHOSE SRINIVASA IYENGAR AS 
HER DAUGHTER'S MUSIC TEACHER. 


H | 
А FLOWER! | WILL KEEP THIS 


Г ^ BUNCH SAFELY AND 
1 J | сы WEAR IT AGAIN 
2 | TOMORROW! 


YOUR GUIDANCE 15 WHAT 
MY CHILD NEEDS. I THANK YOU 


THEIR SMALL HOUSE, ON HANUMANTHARAYAR КОЙ. STREET, PROVIDED THE PERFECT FOR ACCEPTING HER. 


М SETTING AS SHANMUKHAVADIVU HOSTED MANY MUSIC SESSIONS THERE. рети 


KUNJA IS 
LISTENING SO CAREFULLY 
TO THE MUSIC FROM THAT 
RADIO. SHE IS DESTINED 

TO MAKE A MARK 

IN MUSIC 


3 | SHANMUKHAVADIVU WOULD OFTEN 
SHE JUST HAS TO GET UP IN BETWEEN TO COMPLETE 
LISTEN TO A SONG ONCE 


Å BEFORE SHE CAN SING IT - 
> WITHOUT MISSING KUNJAS BEAT IS 


А SINGLE NOTE STEADY DESPITE THE 
INTERRUPTIONS. IT'S 
TIME TO FIND A 
FORMAL GURU. 2 


THER MUSICIANS WHO CAME TO THEIR HOUSE. 


"MUSICAL VOWELS 
AN INSTRUMENT USED TO KEEP THE PITCH 
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UA AND HER SIBLINGS] | ONE DAY, THE PERFORMANCE WAS BY SARASWATI BAI 
INSTEAD ane ати" PERFORMANCES. | | А DEVOTED FOLLOWER OF MAHATMA GANDHI AND AN E 
WERE TAKE INDIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS SUPPORTER. [xs ЎА! 
< - 
” Le y sS 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


VISIT MY HOMETOWN 
BUT I WILL COME BACK 
SOON. YOU MUST KEEP 

PRACTISING ON 
YOUR OWN. 


KUNJA'S MUSIC LESSONS CONTINUED FOR 
OVER A YEAR. R =) KUNJA, | HAVE TO 
`< = 


A ITING THE RAMAYANA WITH FERVOUR < 
1 > < ЦИ DHARMATMA NIPATTA 
: dirt TA. VIBHISHANA'*... 


SRINIVASA 
IYENGAR IS NO HE WOULD 
2 МОКЕ. ^ HAVE WANTED 
я | ME TO LEARN AND 


A < PRACTISE. I MUST 
7 ! NOT GIVE UP. 


THIS I5 THE 
OCCASION FOR. 
LIBERATION, BRITISH 
TERRIFICATION, 
DESABHAKTI 

» EXPLOSION! 


AND SO, EARLY EVERY MORNING. a 


ІС 
Il 
0 


BE ABLE TO GET 
THE CORRECT PITCH 
WITHOUT MY 
o TAMBURA. 


N 1 ...KUNJA WOULD PRACTISE HER MUSIC 
* TRADITIONALLY, CARNATIC MUSIC RECITALS BEGIN 


4 ** AND SO THE VIRTUOUS VIBHISHANA ALIGHTED WITH A LONG, COMPLEX SONG, A VARNAM. 
NEAR RAMA 


aN 
COMBINING MUSIC. 


“А TRADITIONAL ART FORM 
DANCE AND STORYTELLING 
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KUNJA WAS USHERED STRAIGHT TO THE DAIS 
WHERE HER MOTHER SAT PERFORMING. 
ту. 


М.5. SUBBULAKSHMI 


LIFE IN SHANMUKHAVADIVU'S HOUSE HAD ITS FUNNY SUDDENLY THE STRING BROKE. 
MOMENTS TOO. Fa. 
ч B1 


TES ur o. 
^ | #1 RAKSHASA 


MAKING MUD PIES - 


WASH YOUR 
HANDS AND COME 


KUNJA, SING THE 
ANANDAGANANDA 


MOTHER |S ASKING HARINA* FOR 


FOR YOU TO COME 
TO SETUPATI 


mm 


ANOTHER TIME 


THAT WHITE 
POWDER IS LIKE A Y| 
MIRACLE. SEE HOW 
FAIR IT MAKES 
HER SEEM! 


THERE, BEFORE AN AUDIENCE OF FIFTY, KUNJA GAVE HER FIRST STAGE PERFORMANCE. 
= í қ 


и Г ж. | å ы m T. l 
& ме V A MOVING 
REY | 


UNUSED TO TALCUM POWDER, KUNJA FOUND 
ANOTHER SUBSTITUTE - WHITEWASH FROM THE Г HOW 


I WISH I COULD 
HAVE MY SONGS 


WHILE HER FORMAL TRAINING HAD STOPPED AFTER SRINIVASA’ 
DEATH, KUNJA'S EDUCATION IN MUSIC CONTINUED. —À 
1 


HER DREAM САМЕ TRUE SOONER THAN SHE EXPECTED. 


CONFIDENCE 
Å AND WHAT A 


H 
Å NOD FROM THE ESTEEMED GUESTS AT SHANMUKHAVADIVU'S HO SE INDEED. 
a SATISFACTION, BUT IF THEY TA HT HER A SONG, IT WAS HIG ° 
UG! Е д 


* A BHAJAN BY TULSIDAS ** А ККІТІ OR DEVOTIONAL SONG 
2 BY MUTHUSWAMI DIKSHITAR 
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THE MAN WAS A TALENT SPOTTER WITH Н.М.У. AND | | AT THE AGE OF 10, KUNJA OR SUBBULAKSHMI RECORDED 
IMMEDIATELY APPROACHED SHANMUKHAVADIVU. || HER FIRST SONG, MARAKATA VADIVU^ WITH H.M.V. ГИ D И 


EY 1 WOULD LIKE TO CUT A 7 THIS CHILDN 
RECORD FOR H.M V. WITH 
SUBBULAKSHMI 


IN FEBRUARY 1929, THE AUDIENCE AT A CONCERT WAS EXTREMELY AGITATED - 


WE CAME TO SEE NOTED VEENA PLAYER a 

TIRUCHENDUR SHANMUKHAVADIVU 1 А 

AND YOU HAVE А CHILD 
PERFORMING! 


% N 


A l A м 
ЧГ (SHABAASHIYP | 
^ 


Сі 


CALMLY, SUBBULAKSHMI BEGAN TO SING ACCOMPANIED BY HER MOTHER. SOON - 
( Я 52 (уе, ) л 4 


E 
ACCEPT THIS 
GIFT FROM 


271/1 p 
^ATAMIL COMPOSITION IN PRAISE 


OF THE GODDESS MEENAKSHI | * GOOD 
8 ** WELL DONE 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


THAT IS 
THE KIND OF 


SUBBULAKSHMI'S FAME GREW AMONG 
AUDIENCES AND MUSICIANS ALIKE. 


LISTEN TO ; 
A THIS CHILD SING. Y3 
HER MUSIC IS 


IT WAS EXPERT PERCUSSIONIST, 
P DAKSHINAMURTHY PILLAI, WHO 
LATER ACCOMPANIED SUBBULAKSHMI 


BUT THE MAESTRO HAD HEARD OF SUBBULAKSHMI AND CAME TO MEET HER. 


HINDUSTANI VOCALIST, 
PANDIT NARAYANRAO VYAS 
IS SINGING IN MADURAI. 


A 


> 
IAD. 


MADANA 


ڪر ....** MOHANA‏ 
کے 


NS 


*AKIND OF SEMI-CLASSICAL MUSIC 
** A SONG SUNG IN PRAISE OF KRISHNA 9 
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THIS IS THE RIGHT TIME, KUNJA 
FIND A PATRON* AND FOCUS ON 
MUSIC. THERE 15 MUCH MORE 

„SUCCESS TO BE НАР! 2 


I WANT TO 1 
GET MARRIED AND 
HAVE A FAMILY. IS MY 
CAREER 50 IMPORTANT, 

AFTERALL? 2 


THIS IS THE T x 


“AT THAT TIME ARTISTES WERE 
SUPPORTED BY WEALTHY MEN 


10 


THE MAHAMAHAM, HELD ONCE IN 
12 YEARS, WAS AN EVENT THAT 
BROUGHT TOGETHER THE BEST 
MUSICIANS AND AUDIENCES. 


^NOW CALLED CHENNAI 


“ТА TEMPLE TOWN IN TAMIL NADU NEAR THANJAVUR 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


THE PREPARATIONS WERE BEING 

HANDLED BY A NEW FILM DIRECTOR, 

K. SUBRAMANYAM. HE WAS ALSO A | I HAVE 

NATIONALIST LAWYER AND A TALENT HEARD THIS 5 BUT SHE IS 
IKNOW HIS WIFE. GIRL. YOU MUST 50 YOUNG. YOU KNOW 

I WILL ASK HER TO HELP GIVE HERA THE AUDIENCES HERE 
ENSURE A SPOT FOR CHANCE ТО Д THEY WILL NOT TAKE ТО 

KUNJA TO SING. Ë 2» A NEWCOMER. 


ч ^ 3 M ^ 3 
FINALLY, ONE AFTERNOON WHEN NOT MANY Бей | SUBRAMANYAM WAS JUSTIFIED IN HIS FEARS. 
PEOPLE ATTENDED - = THE MAHAMAHAM AUDIENCE WAS CRITICAL. . 


e 
THERE, I HAVE VET] 77 
KEPT MY WORD. ^W А 

NO ONE WILL BLAME |) 


ME SHOULD THIS 
BACKFIREIN g 
ANY WAY! Å 


2- 


... THE USUALLY QUIET AUDIENCE RESPONDED JP 
WITH WILD APPRECIATION. ZF A 
kn 2 ” a 
/ MI Y bissl ALI | 
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ПЕР 
WHAT FOLLOWED NEXT WAS UNEXPECTED. SUBBULAKSHMI WAS INV! 
TO SING AGAIN, THIS TIME IN THE EVENING WHEN THE TENT WAS FULL 


JANANA MARANA 
BHAVYA НАКАНА“. 


| SUBRAMANYAM WAS NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO OR E | 
SUBBULAKSHMI THAT DAY. HER VOICE N 


ght ASSURANCE! ^ W \ CAFTIVATES 
I WONDER, WILL SHE E. 
MAKE Å GOOD 


ACT RESS? 


34-YEAR-OLD THYAGAKAJA SADASHIVAM 
WAS A PATRIOT AND KHADI ACTIVIST, WHO 
FELL IN LOVE WITH SUBBULAKSHMI'S VOICE. ARIYAKUDI 
RAMANUJA IYENGAR** 
HAS CANCELLED HIS CONCERT 
AT THE LAST MINUTE! 
WHAT DO WE DO? 


A 


* “FREE ME FROM FEAR OF BIRTH AND DEATH, 


SHELTER ME AT YOUR FEET” A MARATHI ABHANG T "А FAMOUS VOCALIST 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 
WHY DON'T YOU 
INVITE MADURAI SUBBULAKSHMI? 
HER SUCCESS AT THE MAHAMAHAM 
15 WELL KNOWN. 


1 1 SHE HAS 
BUT SHE 15 “И CONQUERED EVERY 


A WOMAN. IT IS l STRONGHOLD OF MUSIC 
ACROSS THE STATE. WE 
MUST GIVE HER. 


FIRST WOMAN AND THE YOUNGEST PERFORMER Ñ Al 
AT THE PRESTIGIOUS ACADEMY! р “3 
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SUBBULAKSHMI'S PATH CROSSED SADASHIVAM'S AGAIN. HE WAS NOW 
THE ADVERTISING MANAGER OF A POPULAR TAMIL MAGAZINE, ANANDA 


BY THE TIME SHE WAS 17, 
SUBBULAKSHMI BECAME A 
CELEBRITY AND THE MAIN E. 
BREADWINNER OF THE FAMILY. 


IS A RISING E 

STAR. AN INTERVIEW WORDS CONVEY 

SUCH PASSION 
FOR MUSIC! 


a 


t 
A SPECIAL FEATURE WAS PUBLISHED ON THE YOUNG SINGER. 

SADASHIVAM AND SUBBULAKSHMI MET FREQUENTLY |229 | SOON SADASHIVAM WAS A DAILY VISITOR - BES ss 

AFTER THAT. Sg > ORGANISING, ARRANGING AND RUNNING | 


I AM GLAD 
YOU HAVE COME. 
I NEEDED A LITTLE 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


7 52 7 THIS MAN IS 
/ / VY. ff NOT A GOOD INFLUENCE 
ON KUNJA. SHE MAY 
FORGET THAT SHE HAS 
t~n A GREAT FUTURE 


& GAL | = 2 2 
SHANMUKHAVADIVU HAD MANY | | SHE SOLD THE HOUSE IN MADRAS AND ТООК SUBBULAKSHMI BACK ТО 
DREAMS FOR SUBBULAKSHMI. MADURAI AND AWAY FROM SADA. N ч 


KUNJA! АМ YOUR 
MOTHER AND ONLY HAVE 
YOUR BEST INTERESTS 
AT HEART! 


TAKE CARE OF HER 
AND OUR FAMILY, KUNJA 
WILL BE ABLE TO WORK 
EVE! HARDER 
AT HER MUSIC! 


w WITH A PATRON 
Тл??? f KUNJA MUST y то 
ИГ СОМСЕМТКАТЕ ОМ Å 
Ж HER SINGING. I WILL FIND 
` Å PATRON TO 
SUPPORT HER | c 
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M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 
WHEN SHANMUKHAVADIVU BEGAN LOOKING FOR A PATRON, SUBBULAKSHMI VOICED HER OBJECTIONS. IN E a SUBBULAKSHMI TURNED TO | 
TDON'T ENOUGH, КОМЈА! Ñ 


SADASHIVAM PLANNED HER CONCERTS AND 
E a FOR HELP PP ACCOMFANIED HER ON NU 
I HAVE BROUGHT YOU UP I HAVE LEFT 
WANT TO FIND P 
A PATRON! AND MADE YOU A STAR. 


; | 
DONT 
: \ MADURAI AND WORRY! I WILL | М 9 A a + ! 
I ONLY WANT THE BEST я | Š : KNOW NO ONE IN - 
FOR YOU ^. || 3 
N N p f E- D aN 


ا 


THEY GREW TO LOVE EACH OTHER DEEPLY. IN 1940, 


с ; SADASHIVAM INTRODUCED SUBBULAKSHMI TO HIS 
THEY GOT MARRIED. CHILDREN. 


WE HAVE A PERFECT PATRON | 
I HAVE HEARD THE IN THE CHETTIAR. WE WILL RADHA, 
CHETTIAR OF NAATUKOTTAI LEAVE FOR NAATUKOTTAI 1 COME MEET YOUR 
IS INTERESTED IN MUSIC IN THEEE DAYS. — MOTHER! 


- ho 
SADASHIVAM HAD BEEN MARRIED EARLIER 1 Ж 
AND HAD DAUGHTERS. HE HAD ALSO ADOFTED 

TWO OF HIS BROTHER'S CHILDREN. (Egg 


AND SHE BECAME Å PART OF THEIR FAMILY. 
ЕСЕ ee d SUBBULAKSHMIHAD MADE UP HER Ü 


MI 
WITH A HEAVY HEART, SUBBULAKSHMI LEFT HER MOTHER AND m 
Косата 3 ТНАТ МЕНТ - > MADURAI AND REACHED MADRAS ONCE AGAIN. = © 
| =з кч: 
MOTHER IS 4 Е 


DOING WHAT 
D. FEELS 


PLEASE SHAKTI, 
I HAVE RESPONSIBILITIES 
NOW. I CANNOT LEAVE 
MY CHILDREN. 


ай» | MEL 
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7 
7 АКТ 


KUNJA, MUSIC IS AN R 
THAT CAN INFLUENCE OUR * 


STRUGGLE FOR INDEPENDENCE 
SING WITH YOUR HEART AND 
AROUSE THE FEELING OF 


+ 


s 


po IN PEOPLE. 
күрен 
A Y 


/ 
< 


P q 
DON'T WORRY, 
WE WILL MANAGE. 


OUR NEEDS ARE , 


NOT MANY. 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


BUT THEY CONTINUED TO HELP OTHERS 
WHEREVER THEY COULD. > m COR 
THE MONEY | S(HO sopp Ur Å 
FROM THIS CONCERT ns 


WILL HELP BUILD 
A NEW SCHOOL. 


LIFE AT HOME CONTINUED AT ITS BLISSFUL PACE WITH | 
LITTLE RADHA NOW LEARNING ТО SING FROM HER В 


MOTHER... (> 


SUBBULAKSHMI'S SUCCESS AS A FILMSTAR GREW ESPECIALLY 
AFTER SHE PLAYED SHAKUNTALA AND THEN MEERA. 


VIJAYA, LOOK AT 
THE SAREES FOR 
YOUR DANCE BUT AMMA, 
THIS I$ ONE OF 
YOUR EXPENSIVE 
SILK SAREES! 4 


% 


4 Ç : 
... AND TAKING PART IN CONCEKTS. | | JZ г 


SHE SHOULD NO LONGER ACT IN FILMS! 


THERE IS NO 
BETTER ROLE FOR 
KUNJA THAN THAT 

OF GOD'S ULTIMATE 
DEVOTEE. 


AFTER MEERA, SADASHIVAM DECIDED | 


* "NOTHING DO I LACK," А TAMIL DEVOTIONAL 
SONG BY C. RAJAGOPALACHARI 19 
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DESPITE THE ABRUPT HALT ТО HER FILM CAREER, SUBBULAKSHMIS FAME AS А MUSICIAN | | 
REACHED GREAT HEIGHTS. VA C UNJA, REMEMBER 7 | = 


THAT MUSIC IS NOT SIMPLY 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT. IT MUST 
ENHANCE YOU AND HELP 
YOU RISE ABOVE THE 
ORDINARY. 


SADASHIVAM 5 INVOLVEMENT WITH THE FREEDOM STRUGGLE 
E UDIENCES. 
ч 4 


- 


VENKATESA 
SUPRABHATAM 


211! 


THE SUCCESS OF MEERA WITH SOUTH INDIAN AUDIENCES, LED TO IT Bi 
^ EING DUBBED IN HINDI. THE 
FILM WAS PREMIERED IN DELHI AT A SPECIAL SCREENING HOSTED BY PANDIT JAWAHARLAL NEHRU. 


“А HYMN SUNG AT DAWN TO 
AWAKE THE GOD AT TIRUPATI 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 
THE FILM HAD AN UNUSUAL OPENING WITH SAROJINI NAIDU INTRODUCING SUBBULAKSHMI. 


ID” THE STORY OF MEERA IS THE 
STORY OF INDIA AND THE ARTISTE 
|5 NO ACTOR BUT MEERA HERSELF, 
THE TRUE NIGHTINGALE 
OF INDIA! 
E» 


MANY MORE ACCOLADES FOLLOWED FROM NOTED 
HINDUSTANI VOCALISTS, USTAD ALLADIYA KHAN... 


рати | 


SUSWARALAKSHMI 
SUBBULAKSHMI! 


TO YOUNGER CONTEMPORARIES SUCH AS PANDIT JASRAJ. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


ANOTHER HUGE INFLUENCE IN SUBBULAKSHMI'S LIFE WAS POLITICAL ACTIVIST C. RAJAGOPALACHARI OR RAJAJI 
AS HE WAS POPULARLY KNOWN. IN 1944 - 


KUNJA, GANDHIJI 
IS SETTING UP THE KASTURBA 
MEMORIAL FUND. I THINK IT WOULD 
BE GOOD FOR YOU TO HELP HIM 
RAISE MONEY BY GIVING 
SOME RECITALS. 


ALTHOUGH LATA WENT ON TO BE AN ESTABLISHED 
SINGER... [THIS IS AN 


I CANNOT Å 
RECORD TODAY! NOT я 
REX AFTER LISTENING 0 Е ALBUM OF MEERAS 
! BHAJANS THAT 
- I HAVE SUNG. 
4, e] | 


6 P A 22 


SUBBULAKSHMI GAVE FIVE RECITALS ТО FURTHER GANDHI'S CAUSE. 


TO ACKNOWLEDGE HER CONTRIBUTION, 
GANDHI SENT A PERSONAL LETTER 
WITH HIS BLESSINGS, SIGNED IN TAMIL! 


۱ Ë 
Яя GIRL WAS NONE OTHER 
THAN LATA MANGESHKAR yw] 


HER ADMIRATION FOR SUBBULAKSHMI REMAINED 
к UNDIMMED. YEARS LATE! E FLEW DOWN 
TO MADRAS TO PRESENT SUBBULAKSHMI WITH THE DINANATH MANGESHKAR AWARD. 


MAIN HARI Š 
Å CHARAN KI 


"ТАМА MERE SERVANT AT THE FEET , 
® OF THE LORD," A SONG BY MIRABAI 23 
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1,1947- 
ON eT um BAPU INSISTS 

" RATHER 
ТО HEAR HARI TUM HARO" pit E W LAKSHMI 
SUNG BY SUBBULAKSHMI SPEAK THE BHAJAN 

FOR HIS ag THAN ANYONE ELSE 
TOMORRI SING IT! 
ко BUT SHE р> 
DOES NOT KNOW 
THAT SONG. 


SADASHIVAM HAS 
SENT SUBBULAKSHMI'S 
BHAJAN AS YOU 
REQUESTED. 


BUT ON JANUARY 30, 1948, THE SAMI 
Å 3 E BHAJA 
ON ALL INDIA RADIO, JUST AFTER Å SAD ANNOUNCEMENT = 
MAHATMA 
GANDHI HAS BEEN 
ASSASSINATED! 


| 


“А BHAJAN BY MIRABA| 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


SUBBULAKS 


L^ WHO AM I, A MERE 
PRIME MINISTER BEFORE A 
QUEEN? M.5. SUBBULAKSHMI 
15 THE QUEEN OF SONG 


THE PRAYER 
SUNG BY SUBBULAKSHMI 
IS ENOUGH TO GUARANTEE 
SUCCESS! 


HA; 


HONOUR, MADAM, 
TO MEET YOU 
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UNDER HIS 
SCALED GREATER HEI 


..AND ABROAD, INCLUDING THE EDINBURGH 
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND DRAMA 
IN 1963 


CELEBRATING U.N. DAY AT THE U.N. GENERAL 


ASSEMBLY IN 1966 . AND A CONCERT AT THE CARNEGIE HALL IN 


NEW YORK THE SAME YEAR. Ei ? 


F MUSIC AND HER SINGING J] 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


IN INDIA, ANARDS CAME ONE AFTER THE OTHER. M. 5. SUBBULAKSHMI WAS GIVEN THE PADMA BHUSHAN IN 
1954, THE SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI AWARD IN 1956, THE SANGEETHA KALANIDHI AWARD IN 1968 AND THE 
RAMON MAGSAYSAY AWARD IN 1974. SHE WAS CONFERRED THE PADMA VIBHUSHAN IN 1975, AND IN 1998, 
INDIA'S HIGHEST CIVILIAN AWARD, THE BHARAT КАТМА. 
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DESPITE SUCCESSES AND ACCOLADES, SADASHIVAM AND SUBBULAKSHMI REMAINED 
FRUGAL IN THEIR NEEDS, PREFERRING TO DONATE THEIR WEALTH TO CHARITY. ONCE - 


THIS IS A WIDOW 
WRITING FROM COCHIN*. "I HAVE 
A SMALL SON. I REQUEST YOU 
TO EXTEND ME Å LOAN TO PAY 
OFF MY DEBTS AND 
SAVE MY HOME." 


Haare a smakt. 
Zone peur t сте" 
me a deno tapay of 


Mes an 


4 dmn. 


MUCH LATER - 


* . YEARS AGO, YOU SEE KUNJA, 
HELPED MY MOTHER AND \( THAT YOUNG BOY 
NOW, PLEASE ACCEPT MY HAS GROWN 
GRATITUDE.” 50 BIG! 


THE OTHER 
MUSICIANS NEEDE 
THEIR MONEY AND IF KUNJA 
HAD ANNOUNCED OUR 
DONATION THEY WOULD 
HAVE FELT AWKWARD, 


USUALLY THEY WOULD ANNOUNCE DONATI Ж 
FOR CHARITY АТ CONCERTS. ONCE THEY DP NOT Е | 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI 


ONCE, OUTSIDE A TEMPLE - 


ar LA 
ОНИ HAVE N A 
DISTRIBUTED ALL Vg 


Le 


SADASHIVAM REMAINED SUBBULAKSHMI'S BIGGEST 
FAN AND THE MOST POWERFUL FORCE BEHIND HER 


P— | KELUCTANTLY, HE AGREED BUT ON NOVEMEBER 

YOU MUST GO FERE 1,1997- I AM SORRY, 

TO THE HOSPITAL V. THYAGARAJA 
| SADASHIVAM IS 


CHECKED UP! 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 3 
"AFTER SADASHIVAM 5 DEATH, SUBBULAKSHMI SEEMED C H | Т 
TO LOSE HER SPIRIT. SHE STOPPED SINGING AND ALSO 


MEETING PEOPLE. 


Five theme-based titles in every collection 
li SNE | 
ЖЕ STORIES OF SHIVA 


STORIES OF 
RAMA 


M.S. SUBBULAKSHMI LIVES ON THR, 
ITS PURITY AND DEVOTION. [me 


Over 40 titles available 
All titles available on www.amarchitrakatha.com. 


